Recurrent dermopathy after remission of Stevens-Johnson syndrome secondary to mild dermal trauma.
We report on three patients who had an apparent recurrence of the dermatitis of Stevens-Johnson Syndrome (SJS) after remission had been induced with corticosteroids. The recurrences were related to mild trauma to the skin, including the Red Man Syndrome, after vancomycin in two patients. Both responded to corticosteroids, and vancomycin could be continued with modification in the rate of infusion. The third patient had dry, pruritic skin and the exacerbation of SJS appeared related to the trauma associated with intense scratching. A post SJS inflammatory dermatitis may occur after remission of SJS secondary to cutaneous trauma. This recurrent SJS dermopathy is rapidly responsive to moderate dose corticosteroid therapy.